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Dear Convenor, 

GUIDANCE FOR THE SAFE REOPENING OF CHILDCARE SETTINGS IN PHASE 3 

On Friday 11 June 2020, at his appearance at the Education and Skills Committee, the 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, John Swinney MSP, 
made mention of the publication of new guidance to support the safe reopening of early 
learning and childcare (ELC) services in Phase 3 of Scotland’s route map. That guidance 
has been published today and the Committee can find a copy of that guidance here.  

No date has yet been set for the wider reopening of early learning and childcare services. 
The Scottish Government and Care Inspectorate will notify all settings of the earliest possible 
reopening date when the medical and scientific advice indicates it is safe for Scotland to 
progress into Phase 3. This guidance has been provided early to support early learning and 
childcare settings to plan how they will put in place the package of age-appropriate public 
health measures required to ensure the safety of children and staff in early learning and 
childcare settings. We are grateful to the Care Inspectorate, local authorities and the ELC 
and sector representative organisations for their involvement in its development.  

The Education and Skills Committee will also be aware that as part of Scotland’s route map 
through and out of the coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis, childminding services and fully outdoor 
childcare providers were able to reopen from Wednesday 3 June 2020 if they wished to do 
so. To support the safe reopening of these services the Scottish Government published 
guidance on Monday 1 June 2020. This guidance can be found: 

 COVID-19 Guidance – Childminding Services

 COVID-19 Guidance – Fully outdoor childcare providers

pack://file%3a,,root,SECUREAPPSUPPORT,fileDatabase,files,Coronavirus%2520-%2520ADES%2520Proposal%2520on%2520RPA%2520-%2520DFM%2520Letter%2520to%2520Carrie%2520Lindsay%2520-%2520April%25202020_00000001.docx/customXml/item1.xml
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-guidance-on-reopening-early-learning-and-childcare-services/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childminder-services-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fully-outdoor-childcare-providers-guidance/
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Separate guidance to support planning for the safe reopening of school aged childcare 
services will be published later in June 2020.  We will also update the separate guidance for 
childminding services and fully outdoor childcare services ahead of Phase 3.   

MAREE TODD 
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